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Spaw’s Paws

Some thoughts from your D.S., Rev. Mark E. Spaw

GREAT LEAPS; NO LITTLE HOPS

A preacher took the pulpit one Sunday morning and proceeded to preach her sermon
on the virtue of FAITH. She said, in part, “To have FAITH requires willingness to take
risks. To have FAITH requires willingness to accept disappointment. To have FAITH
requires willingness to reject safety and security as the primary conditions of life. To
have FAITH requires willingness to love and be loved, regardless of any painful conse-
qguences. To have FAITH requires courage.” The preacher then concluded the sermon,
saying, “I've given up expecting you to take that ‘giant leap of FAITH’ everybody talks

1”7

about. But, it would be nice to see you take a little hop now and then!

As we, the Ann Arbor District of the United Methodist Church begin a new season of
Bible Studies, United Methodist Youth Fellowships, United Methodist Women, United
Methodist Men, Choir, Children’s Choir, Bell Choir, Annual Bazaars, Adult Fellowship
Groups, Mission Projects, Praise Bands, Sunday School, Glorious Worship, Stewardship
Campaigns, Family Fun Nights and many other activities we need our FAITH. FAITH to
move ahead, FAITH to broaden our scope of ministry. FAITH to continue our mission
work. FAITH that will lead others to Jesus Christ. My observations tell me that we as a
district have a working and active FAITH. Not by “little hops’ but rather by “GREAT
LEAPS OF FAITH!”

| hope and pray that your summer has brought you refreshment and rejuvenation. |
also hope and pray that come September you’ll be ready to share your FAITH and
share your church, with great leaps of FAITH and not little hops!

Some thoughts about FAITH to keep you working, keep you praying, keep you ready:
“Doubt is the ants in the pants of faith, it keeps it alive and moving.”

—Frederick Beuchner
“I do not pray for success. | ask for faithfulness.” —Mother Teresa

“Faith is the oasis in the heart which will never be reached by the caravn of thinking.”

—Gibran
“A little faith will bring your soul to heaven; a great faith will bring heaven to your
soul.” —Charles Spurgeon
“FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD” —(James 2:26)

Read Z for eptember

Rev. Mark E. Spaw

P.S. Hope to be greeting you at the all District Picnic on Saturday, August 13 at the Te-
cumseh UMC from 12:00 pm—3:00 pm. Join us and I'll cook you a hot dog!



Job Opportunities

ALBION DISTRICT ~ DISTRICT LOCAL CHURCH CONSULTANT
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Cont act :

ANN ARBOR WEST SIDE UMC ~ PT DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
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mailto:dstamara@albiondistrict.org
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Job Opportunities (cont.)

HOWELL FIRST UMC ~ FT YOUTH DIRECTOR
Pl ease send résumé forf lrmdhwlT@ame rYiotue ¢ h

SALINE FIRST UMC ~ FT DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

The First United Methodist Church of Sa
spiritually mature person for the posit
directly responsible for the oversight
activities Appl i c ai@st sd esghroeuel,di wi onshsneasssin aaj
education, We aré aszeakifnglsdomeone with
to engage our youth and their families
Youth Director should have a clear pass
in the |Iife of the church; strong inter
with volunteers, parents, and staff We
organi zation and communication, and exp
trips, and fundraising This is a full
Contact Rev T c42-4771 Inmiemmern m a8 A @fi utnnec. or g
DI STRI' CT NOTI CES
ANN ARBOR DISTRICT CONFERENCE ~ PHOTOS/VIDEO NEEDED
The Ann Arbor District Conference is Oc
preparation of thi-4 petebrasion ppegsko
eo of your church doing ministry in eac
mation before October 1 to aadisumc@sbc

CHURCH CONFERENCE DATES/FORMS ON DISTRICT WEBSITE
The church conference season begin
schedule and forms are available o

NORTH LAKE UMC ~ CHICKEN & CORN ROAST

The'™Wn7nu al Chicken & Corn Roast wild. b
odi st Church on Saturday, August 6 be:q
are $Sbédchurch is | ocated at 14111 Nor
addition to half a roasted chicken t h
beans, coleslaw and rolls. Tickets ($:
homBandi cap accessi bl e

Cont act: TR3+ 4748 0 @rdtr iarmh a m9 16 2 @g ma i | con
STONY CREEK UMC ~ CHICKEN DINNER

Save the dat es! October 1 and Novembz¢
available in upcoming editions of the
LAY SERVANT DATES

Ann Arbor District Lay Servant School
watch district news for additional i n


mailto:fumchwl@ameritech.net
mailto:tzimmerman@fumc-saline.org
tel:%28734%29%20475-8049
mailto:rtgorham9162@gmail.com

Page 5

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
AND ANNIVERSARIES

5 David Fr e¢€¢
6 Judy Mayo
7 Kenneth Fr
9 Ed & Sondr
Tom & Kar e
Jerry Ste
Kenneth &
Robert Br
Di ane Hat
Robert &
Freysinger
Andy Baek
Tom & Pau
Leigh Hoo
Tom Br own
Nancy & D
Joanne Pe
Theresa &
Cochran

RPRRPRRPRR
~NUUNRO

MNNMNNNN R
QUlRPrREPRON

25 Fred & Di
26 Russel |l &
27 Patricia
28 Tina Zi mm
29 Li-siaor ay
30 Judy & Ji

To update information please
contact the Ann Arbor District
Office at aadisumc@sbcglobal.net
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HELPFUL | NFORMATI ON

CLERGY SUPPORT AVAILABLE

This is a reminder of a resourcwi tahvail ab
them in the dif-Sieculotuspadd agess,ofdelaitthes o
accidentsYooar sgenwdraegreat deal of energ
but who i s pPreersheampts fgorody doud ends, a cl er ¢
someti mes that Tbas feehnawkwatdti on to a
you

Rev. Anneliisms,a bgacon, serves as ' Chapl ai
provide emotional and spiritual support
sag€bis is a natur al extension of her Di
Gui dance and Faith Formation. Al such ¢
records or i denti fWhiang tihn fsorsmantpil yn miesa nlse
be present wietrhm ysouup paosr ts haotr tno cost dur i
I n addition, ongoingrSpisitumesDiseal son
smal |l feeLi oRevi.s Crearyti fied in Spiritual I
10+ years of experience 1in Spiritual Gui
Direction may alh@rdédiyli e otne@d mao | hemo m

MANDATORY CLERGY TRAINING
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mailto:lgraylion@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/297yP2o
mailto:dfhills@gmail.com%3cmailto:dfhills@gmail.com
mailto:Mcarey@nardinpark.org%3cmailto:Mcarey@nardinpark.org
mailto:Mcarey@nardinpark.org%3cmailto:Mcarey@nardinpark.org

Ann Arbor District Office
of the United Methodist Church

900 S. Seventh St. Suite 1
Ann Arbor MI 48103

Return Service Requested

The Arbor Vine




